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1. Introduction

1.1. Requirement for an Appropriate Assessment

All plans and projects are required to be screened for potential impacts upon Special Arcas of
Conservation (SACs) or Special Protection Areas (SPAs) under Article 6 of the EU Habitat's
Directive (Council Directive 92/43/EEC). The aim of this screening process is to establish whether
a full Appropriate Assessment of the plan or project is necessary.

Consideration of likely significant effects should be based on the Source — Pathway — Receptor (S-
P-R) risk assessment principle. If there is no ecological pathway or functional link between the
proposed development and the European site, there is no potential for impact, and the project can
be screened out. Ecological pathways can be physical, for example, water or air in the case of
airborne pollutants (e.g. ammonia from intensive agricultural installations). Functional pathways
occur, for example, where the application site is used as foraging for a Qualifying Interest of a SAC
or SPA.

1.2. The Aim of the Report

This Natura Impact Statement (NIS) has been prepared in accordance with the current guidance
on the Appropriate Assessment (AA) process, produced by the European Commission (EC, 2001,
2018) which was used to produce the guidance documents Appropriate Assessment of Plans and
Projects in Ireland — Guidance for Planning Authorities (DEHLG, 2009) and Office of the Planning
Regulator; Appropriate Assessment Screening for Development Management (2021).

In April 2025 Coyle Environmental Ltd was appointed on behalf of Landdev Ventures Ltd to provide
the necessary information to allow the competent authority (in this case Wexford County Council)
to conduct an Article 6 (3) Appropriate Assessment for a proposed development in Crosstown.
This information is being submitted as a Natura Impact Statement (NIS).

The purpose of this NIS is to provide the information required to determine if the project along or
in-combination with other plans and projects could undermine the conservation objectives of the
European sites and give rise to likely significant effects in the absence of mitigation measures.

2. Regulatory Context

2.1. Relevant Legislation

The EU Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC) provides legal protection for habitats and species of
European importance. It sets up the Natura 2000 network, a European network of important
ecological sites comprising of Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) designated under Member
States under this directive and Special Protection Areas (SPAs) classified under the Birds Directive
(Directive2009/147/EC).
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The Birds Directive seeks to conserve all wild birds, protecting birds, their eggs,/aests and habitats.
The Directive (Directive2009/147/EC) requires that Member States take measures to classify the
most suitable areas as Special Protection Areas (SPAs) for the conversation of bird-species listed
in Annex 1 of the Directive. SPAs are selected for threatened and migratory bird species-(listed in
Annex | of the Birds Directive). SPA areas are of international importance for these migratory
birds.

The EU Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC) also requires that protection is given to sites (Special Areas
of Conservation) which are made up of, or support, particular habitats and species listed in annexes
to this Directive.

To protect this network, Articles 6(3) and 6(4) of this Directive also call for the undertaking of an
Appropriate Assessment on any plan or project, not directly connected or necessary for the
management of which is likely to have a significant effect on any European designated sites in view
of the conservation objectives.

Articles 6(3) and 6(4) of the Habitats Directive sets out the decision-making tests for plans or
projects affecting Natura 2000 sites. Article 6(3) establishes the requirement for Appropriate
Assessment:

“Any plan or project not directly connected with or necessary to the management of the site but
likely to have a significant effect thereon, either individually or in combination with other plans or
projects, shall be subject to appropriate assessment of its implications for the site in view of the
site's conservation objectives. In the light of the conclusions of the assessment of the implications
for the site and subject to the provisions of paragraph 4, the competent national authorities shall
agree to the plan or project only after having ascertained that it will not adversely affect the integrity
of the site concerned and, if appropriate, after having obtained the opinion of the general public.”

Article 6(4) deals with the steps that should be taken when it is determined, as a result of
appropriate assessment, that a plan/project will adversely affect a European site. Issues dealing
with alternative solutions, imperative reasons of overriding public interest and compensatory
measures need to be addressed in this case.

Article 6(4) states:

“If, in spite of a negative assessment of the implications for the site and in the absence of alternative
solutions, a plan or project must nevertheless be carried out for imperative reasons of overriding
public interest, including those of a social or economic nature, the Member States shall take all
compensatory measures necessary to ensure that the overall coherence of Natura 2000 is
protected. It shall inform the Commission of the compensatory measures adopted.

Where the site concerned hosts a priority natural habitat type and/or a priority species, the only
considerations which may be raised are those relating to human health or public safety, to

Tel: 094 962 1258 Web: www.coyleenv.ie
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beneficial consequences of primary importance for the environment or, furthe/rbgz an opinion from
the Commission to other imperative reasons of overriding public interest.” \}

<
The Water Framework Directive (WFD) (2000/60/EC) aims to ensure that Member St achieve
water quality at least Good Status in rivers, lakes, groundwater, estuaries and coastal v@i rs by
2027 and that status does not deteriorate in any waters. The WFD was transposed into Irish law
by the European Communities (Water Policy) Regulations 2003 (S.l. 722 of 2003). Water quality
must be protected and highly impacts species diversity as such it is an important factor to consider
in Appropriate Assessment.

3. Methodology

3.1. Appropriate Assessment Screening and NIS

This AA has been prepared with reference to the following:

e European Commission (2018). Managing Natura 2000 Sites: The Provisions of Article 6 of the
‘Habitats’ Directive 92/43/EEC.

e FEuropean Commission (2021). Assessment of Plans and Projects Significantly Affecting
Natura 2000 sites: Methodological Guidance on the Provisions of Article 6(3) and (4) of the
Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC.

e FEuropean Commission (2006). Nature and Biodiversity Cases: Ruling of the European Court
of Justice.

e European Commission (2007). Clarification of the Concepts of: Alternative Solution,
Imperative Reasons of Overriding Public Interest, Compensatory Measures, Overall
Coherence, Opinion of the Commission.

e Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government (2009). Appropriate Assessment
of Plans and Projects in Ireland: Guidance for Planning Authorities.

e Office of the Planning Regulator (2021). Appropriate Assessment Screening for Development
Management.

e NPWS (2019). The Status of EU Protected Habitats and Species in Ireland.

o CIEEM (2018) Guidelines for Ecological Impact Assessment in the UK and Ireland: Terrestrial,
Freshwater, Coastal and Marine version 1.2. Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental
Management, Winchester.

In complying with the obligations set out in Articles 6(3) and following the guidelines described
above, this screening statement has been structured as a stage-by-stage approach as follows:

e Description of the proposed project.
¢ |dentification of the Natura 2000 sites close to the proposed development.

Tel: 094 962 1258 Web: www.coyleenv.ie
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¢ |dentification and description of any individual and cumulative impacts on tﬁé&Natura 2000 sites
likely to result from the project.

e Assessment of the significance of the impacts identified above on the site mtegn%
e Exclusion of sites where it can be objectively concluded that there will be no signific &ﬁects.

)

3.2. Statement of Competency

This AA Screening and NIS report was carried out by Catherine Howarth. Catherine Howarth has
a BSc (Honours) in Conservation Biology and Ecology from the University of Exeter and a
Certificate in Ecological Consultancy. Catherine Howarth has over 16 years’ experience in habitat
monitoring and surveying.

3.4. Desk Studies & Consultation

A desk study was carried out to collate information on European sites in the vicinity of the proposed
development. The following data sources were accessed to complete a thorough examination of
potential impacts prior to the completion of this statement:

e National Parks and Wildlife Service - Aerial photographs and maps of designated sites,
information on habitats and species within these sites and information on protected plant or
animal species, conservation objectives, site synopses and standard data forms for relevant
designated sites.

e Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)- Information pertaining to water quality, geology and
licensed facilities within the area;

¢ Myplan.ie — Mapped based information;

¢ National Biodiversity Data Centre (NBDC) — Information pertaining to protected plant and
animal species within the study area;

e Google Street View — High quality aerials and street images;

¢ RKA Ltd. — Information regarding the proposed development including site plans and
specifications.

e Wexford County Council — Information on planning history in the area for the assessment of
cumulative impacts.

3.5. Field Based Studies

The site at Crosstown, Co. Wexford was visited by Catherine Howarth of Coyle Environmental Ltd
on the 23™ of April 2025 to conduct a Site Walkover when field notes and photographs were taken.
Photo plates are in Appendix 2 and all species observed on site were recorded and are listed in
Appendix 3. Habitats within the application site were classified in accordance with Level 3 of A
Guide to Habitats in Ireland (Fossitt, 2000). These habitats are denoted in the text along with their
habitat code, e.g., the habitat code for improved agricultural grassland is GA1.
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3.6. Assessment Methodology

The development was assessed to identify any potential ecological impacts and.it's ‘Zone of
Influence’ (ZOl). The ZOI of a proposed development is the geographical area over which it could
affect the receiving environment in a manner that could have significant effects on the Qualifying
Interests of a European site.

For significant effects to arise there must be a potential impact from a Source, i.e., a development,
to a Receptor, i.e., a European site via an Ecological pathway e.g. a water course. If there is no
ecological pathway or functional link between the proposed development and the European site,
there is no potential for impact and the project can be screened out.

Based on the potential impacts and their ZOI, the Natura 2000 sites potentially at risk from direct,
indirect or in-combination impacts were identified. The assessment considered all potential impact
sources and pathways connecting the proposed development to Natura 2000 sites, in view of the
conservation objectives supporting the favourable conservation condition of the site’s Qualifying
Interests (Qls) or Special Conservation Interests (SCls).

The conservation objectives relating to each Natura 2000 site and its Qls/SCls are cited generally
for SACs as “to maintain or restore the favourable conservation condition of the Annex | habitat(s)
and/or Annex Il species for which the SAC has been selected”, and for SPAs “to maintain or restore
the favourable conservation condition of the bird species listed as Special Conservation Interests
for this SPA”.

The conservation status of a habitat is defined in Article 1 of the Directive. The conservation status
of a natural habitat will be taken as favourable when:

e Its natural range and area it covers within that range is stable or increasing.

e The specific structure and functions which are necessary for its long-term maintenance exist
and are likely to continue to exist for the foreseeable future.

e The conservation status of its typical species is favourable.

The favourable conservation status of a species is achieved when:

e The population dynamics data on the species concerned indicate that it is maintaining itself on
a long-term basis as a viable component of its natural habitats.

e The natural range of the species is neither being reduced nor is likely to be reduced for the
foreseeable future.

e There is, and will probably continue to be, a sufficiently large habitat to maintain its populations
on a long-term basis.

Natura 2000 sites within 15km of the proposed works and those greater than 15km away with a
direct pathway and biodiversity connections to the works location, must be considered when
performing the Appropriate assessment Screening for this project, in accordance with Appropriate
Assessment guidance (OPR 2021), CIEEM Guidance 2018 and complying with the requirements

Tel: 094 962 1258 Web: www.coyleenv.ie
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of Article 6(3) and Article 6(4) of the EU Habitats Directive. This 15km zone is a’starting point when
identifying the ZOI, which may vary from project to project due to the natureof the project,
environmental receptors and the potential for in-combination effects.

When considering potential impacts such as direct disturbance, the potential ZOl may be much
less than 15km. Likewise for hydrological impacts, the ZOIl can be greater than 15km. If a
hydrological pathway exists between works and a Natura 2000 site, the conservation objectives of
protected sites beyond 15km should be considered. Where site-specific conservation objectives
(SSCOs) have been prepared for a European site, these include a series of specific attributes and
targets against which effects on conservation condition, or integrity, can be measured. Where
potential significant effects are identified, then these SSCOs should be considered in detail.

The potential impacts of the works on these protected sites have been assessed using the Source-
Pathway-Receptor model. If a pollution pathway exists between source (development site) and
receptor (protected area Qualifying Interests and Special Conservation Interests), there is a
potential environmental risk. A hydrological pathway allows for potential pollutants and
contaminants to travel to downstream receptors using water as a transport medium. In this case
the proposed development is the potential source, the local watercourses are the potential pathway
and the Qualifying Interests (Qls), and Special Conservation Interests (SCIs) of downstream
Natura 2000 are the receptors of concern.

4. Appropriate Assessment Screening

4.1. Development Description

Landdev Ventures Ltd is applying to Wexford County Council for full planning permission for
Residential Development at Crosstown. Wexford Comprising:6 No 3 bed Dwellings, 8 No 1 bed
Ground Floor Apartments, 8 No Duplex Apartments over Ground Floor units and all ancillary works
at Crosstown, Co. Wexford. An extract from the Site Layout is shown in Figure 1.

Wastewater and surface water management

It is proposed to provide a separate foul drainage network to collect the foul discharge from the
proposed dwellings. This foul network will discharge to the exiting public foul network located
towards the western boundary of the development, within the proposed development site. It is
proposed to construct 2 no separate 150mm / 225mm diameter gravity foul sewers to serve the
proposed development, with each sewer discharging to the existing public sewer at separate
connection points. The location and depth of the existing foul sewer at the proposed connection
points within the development site, will be confirmed prior to connection, with notification issued to
both Uisce Eireann and the Local Authority.

The storm water from the roofs and hard standing areas is collected via rainwater pipes and gully
pots, respectively. A gravity storm water drainage system is to be constructed within the

Tel: 094 962 1258 Web: www.coyleenv.ie
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development out falling to the existing drainage ditch on the eastern boung> of the proposed
development. It is proposed to culvert this existing drainage ditch and form an o@n swale as part
of the proposed development. Details of the drainage design are shown in Figur: %and in the
Infrastructure Design Report. ?)@0
<&

Figure 1 — Extract from Site layout (RKA Ltd)
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ENVIRONMENTAL « MONITORING = CONSULTING



Natura Impact Statement c’\\' Ie
Crosstown, Co. Wexford. April 2025. o4 / 1S~

ENVIRONMENTAL

PLANNING

pre— = o=
dunbar lunn
"PROPOSED RESIOENTAL DEVELOPUENT AT
CROGSTOMN, 0. WEXFORD
»"; LAYOUT PN
CRAMAGE FOLL & STORY
x > \ ’ J u;uvm\w
SITE_LAYOUT PLAN — FOUL AND STORM )
SCALE 1:250 (@ A1) '—T-—'I 25.006.P.02 Il_

Figure 2 - Site Layout with drainage design (Dunbar Lunn)

4.2. Site Location and Surrounding Environment

The site in question is approximately 0.6 hectares and is located in Crosstown, across from the
harbour in Wexford Town. The site is 3.1km from Castlebridge. The triangular site has Local Road
L7010 to the northwest and the R741 to the east.

The existing site is an agricultural field with adjacent housing developments to the southwest and
west. Surrounding land use is mainly urban, industrial and residential to the south and west of the
site. Along with some agricultural pasture north and east of the site. The area is defined by 2018
CORINE landcover dataset, is classified as ‘Artificial Surfaces’ and ‘Agricultural Areas’. The
bedrock of the site is Ballysteen formation with Sand and Gravels type (Glaciofluvial sands and
gravels) sub-soil.

Site location maps are shown in Figures 3 and 4, whilst an aerial photograph of the site and its
surrounding habitats are shown in Figure 5.

Tel: 094 962 1258 Web: www.coyleenv.ie
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Figure 3 — Site Location Map with Site Pinned (NPWS)
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Figure 4 — Site Location Map Scale 1:2500 with Site Outlined in Red (RKA)

Figure 5 — Aerial Photograph with site marked in red and surrounding habitats
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4.3. Habitats within the Site %\O
No part of the development site lies within an area that has been designated for naturz\)conservatlon
purposes. The habitats within the site are described in greater detail below. 9

<3

o
Habitats within the application site were classified by ecologist Catherine Howarth, in acco‘rgdance
with Level 3 of A Guide to Habitats in Ireland (Fossitt, 2000). These habitats are denoted in the
text along with their habitat code, e.g., the habitat code for improved agricultural grassland is
GA1.

The main habitat on the site is ‘Improved Agricultural Grassland’ (GA1). The northwest site
boundary is adjacent to the L7010 and features a drainage ditch (FW4), earth bank (BL2),
hedgerow (WL1) and treeline (WL2). The property is bounded by a block wall (BL3) to the
southwest separating the site from the housing estate with detached and semi-detached residential
properties. The eastern boundary has a wooden fence separating the site and drainage ditch from
the R741.

All habitats within the development site were mapped and are shown on the accompanying habitat
map in Figure 6.

Ecological datasets recorded by the National Biodiversity Data Centre (NBDC) were utilised to
assess the presence of protected and notable species within and near the proposed works area.
The proposed working area is within the 1Tkm Square T0523 of hectad T02 of the British Ordinal
Survey national grid. A search of the 1km Grid Square T0523 was carried out using the NBDC
Mapping tool for records of rare, protected, and invasive species of flora and fauna.
(https://maps.biodiversityireland.ie/map).

46 species are recorded within T0523, including 2 invasive species, Japanese Knotweed (Fallopia
Japonica) and Three-cornered Garlic (Allium triquetrum) and 4 protected species Common Frog
(Rana temporaria), West European Hedgehog (Erinaceus europaeus), Little Egret (Egretta
garzetta) and Grey Plover (Pluvialis squatarola).

During the site visit all species observed were recorded and are listed in Appendix 3. No protected
species or invasive species were found.

Tel: 094 962 1258 Web: www.coyleenv.ie
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==  Site Boundary

=+  Earth Banks (BL2)

-  Buildings and Artificial Surfaces (BL3)
===  Drainage ditches (FW4)

Improved Agricultural Grassland (GA1)
Hedgerow (WL1)

Target Note

Ol

Figure 6 — Habitat Map with Fossitt codes and description.

Target Notes:

1. Existing surface water outfall
2. Existing foul sewer connection to public sewer

4.4. Water Features and Quality

The application site is located within the Slaney & Wexford Harbour (12), and the Whitefort Sub
Catchment. The site is within the Castlebridge South (IE_SE_G_033) Groundwater Body and the
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status of this groundwater body is good. There is high groundwater vulneraﬁigty, and the site is
located on a Regionally Important Aquifer — Fissured Bedrock. Q\;

<
The closest watercourse is the White Gap River, 12 metres from the site, directly acr/ the road
to the east. It runs from that point into the Irish Sea. The White Gap river flows into Wexfordf&lgrbour

and Slobs SPA and the Slaney River Valley SAC which are 330m downstream.
4.5. Natura 2000 Sites Identified

In accordance with the guidelines issued by the Department of the Environment and Local
Government, a list of Natura 2000 sites within 15km of the proposed development have been
identified and described according to their site synopses, qualifying interests and conservation
objectives. In addition, any other sites further than this, but potentially within its zone of interest
were also considered. The zone of impact may be determined by an assessment of the
connectivity between the application site and the designated areas by virtue of hydrological
connectivity, atmospheric emissions, flight paths, ecological corridors etc.

The proposed works are within 15km of six SACs and three SPAs that have been designated under
the EU Habitats Directive and the EU Birds Directive. Maps and aerial photographs showing the
locations of Natura 2000 sites relative to the application site are shown in Figures 7 and 8. These
designated areas, their closest points to the development and Qls are outlined in Table 1. A full
description of these sites can be read on the website of the National Parks and Wildlife Service
(npws.ie).
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Figure 8 - The application site in red and the closest Natura 2000 site in yellow (EPA Maps).
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Table 1 — Natura 2000 sites within 15km of the site.

<
OQL

Slaney River | 0.36km Habitats Screened In - There is Oe
Valley SAC 1130 Estuaries hydrological connectivity
SAC 000781 1140 Mudflats and sandflats not covered by between the application site and

seawater at low tide this SAC. The Qls will be

1330 Atlantic salt meadows (Glauco- considered in more detail below.

Puccinellietalia maritimae)

1410 Mediterranean salt meadows

(Juncetalia maritimi)

3260 Water courses of plain to montane

levels with the Ranunculion fluitantis and

Callitricho-Batrachion vegetation

91A0 Old sessile oak woods with /llex and

Blechnum in the British Isles

91EO0 Alluvial forests with Alnus glutinosa and

Fraxinus excelsior (Alno-Padion, Alnion

incanae, Salicion albae)*

Species

1029 Freshwater Pearl Mussel (Margaritifera

margaritifera)

1095 Sea Lamprey (Petromyzon marinus)

1096 Brook Lamprey (Lampetra planeri)

1099 River Lamprey (Lampetra fluviatilis)

1103 Twaite Shad (Alosa fallax fallax)

1106 Salmon (Salmo salar)

1355 Otter (Lutra lutra)

1365 Harbour Seal (Phoca vitulina)
Raven Point 4.61km Habitats Screened In - There is some
Nature 1140 Mudflats and sandflats not covered by limited connectivity between the
Reserve SAC seawater at low tide application site and this SAC,
SAC 000710 1210 Annual vegetation of drift lines and the distances are not

1330 Atlantic salt meadows (Glauco- sufficient to ensure no

Puccinellietalia maritimae) significant effects may arise.

2110 Embryonic shifting dunes The Qls will be considered in

2120 Shifting dunes along the shoreline with more detail below.

Ammophila arenaria (white dunes)

2130 Fixed coastal dunes with herbaceous

vegetation (grey dunes)*

2170 Dunes with Salix repens ssp. argentea

(Salicion arenariae)

2190 Humid dune slacks
Screen Hills 6.02km Habitats Screened Out - There is no
SAC 3110 Oligotrophic waters containing very few | direct connectivity between the
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<

SAC 000708 minerals of sandy plains (Littorelletalia application site and tﬁi@/SAC,
uniflorae) and significant effects uﬁj%this
4030 European dry heaths SAC will not arise. [0}
Long Bank 11.16km | Habitats Screened Out - There is no
SAC 1110 Sandbanks which are slightly covered direct connectivity between the
SAC 002161 by sea water all the time application site and the
distances between the
application site and this SAC are
sufficient to ensure significant
effects upon this SAC will not
arise.
Blackwater 13.20km | Habitats Screened Out - There is no
Bank SAC 1110 Sandbanks which are slightly covered direct connectivity between the
SAC 002953 by sea water all the time application site and the
Species distances between the
1351 Harbour Porpoise (Phocoena application site and this SAC are
phocoena) sufficient to ensure significant
effects upon this SAC will not
arise.
Carnsore 14.64km | Habitats Screened Out - There is no
Point SAC 1140 Mudflats and sandflats not covered by direct connectivity between the
SAC 002269 seawater at low tide application site and the
1170 Reefs distances between the
Species application site and this SAC are
1351 Harbour Porpoise (Phocoena sufficient to ensure significant
phocoena) effects upon this SAC will not
arise.
Wexford 0.36km Birds Screened In - There is
Harbour and A004 Little Grebe (Tachybaptus ruficollis) hydrological connectivity
Slobs SPA AO005 Great Crested Grebe (Podiceps between the application site and
SPA 004076 cristatus) this SPA. The Qls will be

A017 Cormorant (Phalacrocorax carbo)
A028 Grey Heron (Ardea cinerea)
AQ037 Bewick's Swan (Cygnus columbianus
bewickii)

A038 Whooper Swan (Cygnus cygnus)
A046 Light-bellied Brent Goose (Branta
bernicla hrota)

A048 Shelduck (Tadorna tadorna)
A050 Wigeon (Anas penelope)

A052 Teal (Anas crecca)

A053 Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos)
A054 Pintail (Anas acuta)

considered in more detail below.

MONITORING
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A062 Scaup (Aythya marila)

A067 Goldeneye (Bucephala clangula)
A069 Red-breasted Merganser (Mergus
serrator)

A082 Hen Harrier (Circus cyaneus)

A125 Coot (Fulica atra)

A130 Oystercatcher (Haematopus
ostralegus)

A140 Golden Plover (Pluvialis apricaria)
A141 Grey Plover (Pluvialis squatarola)
A142 Lapwing (Vanellus vanellus)

A143 Knot (Calidris canutus)

A144 Sanderling (Calidris alba)

A149 Dunlin (Calidris alpina)

A156 Black-tailed Godwit (Limosa limosa)
A157 Bar-tailed Godwit (Limosa lapponica)
A160 Curlew (Numenius arquata)

A162 Redshank (Tringa totanus)

A179 Black-headed Gull (Chroicocephalus
ridibundus)

A183 Lesser Black-backed Gull (Larus
fuscus)

A195 Little Tern (Sterna albifrons)

A395 Greenland White-fronted Goose (Anser
albifrons flavirostris)

D,
<O
)

A013 Manx Shearwater (Puffinus puffinus)
A016 Gannet (Morus bassanus)

A017 Cormorant (Phalacrocorax carbo)
A018 Shag (Phalacrocorax aristotelis)
A065 Common Scoter (Melanitta nigra)

Habitats
Wetlands
The Raven 4.79km Birds Screened In — There is some
SPA A001 Red-throated Diver (Gavia stellata) limited connectivity between the
SPA 004019 AQ017 Cormorant (Phalacrocorax carbo) application site and the SPA and
A065 Common Scoter (Melanitta nigra) distances are not sufficient to
A141 Grey Plover (Pluvialis squatarola) ensure no significant effects
A144 Sanderling (Calidris alba) may arise. The Qis of this SPA
A395 Greenland White-fronted Goose (Anser | will be examined in more detail.
albifrons flavirostris)
Habitats
Wetlands
Seas off 6.61km Birds Screened Out - There is
Wexford SPA A001 Red-throated Diver (Gavia stellata) sufficient distance between the
SPA 004237 A009 Fulmar (Fulmarus glacialis) application site and this SPA to

ensure significant effects upon
this SPA will not arise.

The Qls of this SPA are species
found feeding out at sea and
nesting on beaches, sea cliffs
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g:::eName & Distance | Qualifying Interests Screened In / Dut
A176 Mediterranean Gull (Larus and islands along thedfish
melanocephalus) coast.
A179 Black-headed Gull (Chroicocephalus The species foraging, breeding
ridibundus) and resting sites are not present
A183 Lesser Black-backed Gull (Larus within or adjacent to the
fuscus) proposed application site. There
A184 Herring Gull (Larus argentatus) will be no loss or fragmentation
A188 Kittiwake (Rissa tridactyla) of this species habitat within the
A191 Sandwich Tern (Sterna sandvicensis) SPA, and significant effects
A192 Roseate Tern (Sterna dougallii) upon it can be ruled out.
A193 Common Tern (Sterna hirundo)
A194 Arctic Tern (Sterna paradisaea)
A195 Little Tern (Sterna albifrons)
A199 Guillemot (Uria aalge)
A200 Razorbill (Alca torda)
A204 Puffin (Fratercula arctica)

4 .6. |dentification of Potential Effects

The proposed development at Crosstown is 0.33km from Slaney River Valley SAC (000781) and
Wexford Harbour and Slobs SPA (004076). There is some limited connectivity between the site
and Raven Point Nature Reserve SAC (000710) and The Raven SPA (004019). Given the proximity
and hydrological connectivity, the potential impacts regarding water quality affecting these
designated sites and the Qls will be addressed in detail in Section 5.

There are no expected impacts from the proposed works on the other designated sites listed in
Table 1 as there are no direct hydrological connections or the distance is deemed far enough away
that any disturbance emanating from the proposed works would be both temporary and on a
negligible scale so as not to have an impact. Accordingly, these sites will not be discussed
regarding potential impact.

The development is not directly connected with or necessary for the management of the designated
site. In the absence of any mitigation, impacts upon these designated sites arising from the
operation of this proposed development cannot be ruled out. Therefore, taking a conservative
approach, in a worst-case scenario and in the absence of mitigation, an accidental pollution event
of a sufficient magnitude during construction or operation, either alone or in-combination with other
pollution sources, could potentially affect the surface water quality in these local waterbodies to an
extent that undermines the conservation objectives of certain qualifying interests of the Natura
2000 sites screened in. A reduction in water quality locally has the potential to affect the natural
conditions that are required to maintain or achieve the specific attributes and targets of the
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qualifying interests associated with these SACs and SPAs and the conservation objectives that
have been set for these Qls. Q.

< Z
Therefore, following an evaluation of the relevant information including the characteristics of the
proposed development and the likelihood of significant effects on the sites and with regar@s to the
tenets of the precautionary principal, it is considered in the opinion of this author that, on the basis
of objective information, it is not possible to exclude that the proposed development, either
individually or in combination with other plans or projects, will have a likely significant effect on the
above European sites.

Only those features of the development that have the potential to affect the integrity and
conservation objectives of the identified Natura sites and protected species have been considered.
Several factors were examined at this stage and dismissed or carried forward for Appropriate
Assessment as relevant. The following areas were examined in relation to potential impacts and
subsequent effects from the proposed development on the Natura 2000 sites identified:

o Deterioration of water quality in designated areas resulting from pollution from surface water
run-off during site preparation and construction.

o Deterioration of habitat in designated areas during the operation of the site.

e Cumulative impacts with other proposed/existing developments.

4.7. Screening Conclusions

This section considers the list of sites identified in Section 4.5. It can be considered that all sites,
except for Slaney River Valley SAC (000781), Wexford Harbour and Slobs SPA (004076), Raven
Point Nature Reserve SAC (000710) and The Raven SPA (004019) can be excluded from the
remainder of the Appropriate Assessment process. This is based on their distance from the
proposed development and the fact that it is outside of the Zone of Influence of these sites and that
no impacts are likely to arise. The remaining concerns will therefore focus upon the protected
habitats and species of the 4 Natura 2000 sites listed above.

The proposed development is not directly connected with or necessary to the nature conservation
management of the designated site. Therefore, following consideration of the location of the 4
Natura 2000 sites screened in in relation to the proposed development at Crosstown and the
potential impacts that may occur, this project must proceed to the next stage of Appropriate
Assessment, the Natura Impact Assessment.
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5. Stage Il — Natura Impact Statement

5.1. Introduction

The main objective of this stage (Stage 2, Natura Impact Statement) in the Appropriate Assessment
process is to determine whether the development of the proposed planning application at
Crosstown (either alone or in combination with other plans, programmes and projects) will result in
significant adverse impacts to the integrity of the Natura 2000 sites identified with respect to these
site’s structures, species, functions and/or conservation objectives. This stage also outlines the
mitigation measures that should be taken to avoid any negative impacts of this application, should
it receive consent.

5.2. Site Specific Conservation Objectives

For the site that has been screened in the Site-Specific Conservation Objectives (SSCOs) were
reviewed considering the proposed development and the potential impacts that might occur. These
SSCOs aim to define the favourable conservation condition for the habitats or species at that site.
They outline certain attributes such as distribution, population structure, water quality for different
species and habitats with targets, which define favourable condition for a habitat or species at a
particular site. The maintenance of habitats and species within the Natura 2000 sites at favourable
conservation condition will contribute to the overall maintenance of favourable conservation status
of those habitats and species at national level. Where available, these SSCOs can be downloaded
on the NPWS website. Any potential threats to the attributes and targets as defined in these
SSCOs were assessed and where necessary, mitigated for.

For each Qualifying Interest of the SAC/SPA, the specific conservation objective is either to
maintain or restore the favourable conservation condition of that interest, by defining a list of
attributes and targets which are indicative of the conservation status of that interest.

The main target is to ensure that the habitats and species populations are stable or increasing in
area and that the other attributes are maintained or restored. The main attributes are population
trend and distribution, whilst the targets aim to ensure that the long-term population trends of the
species are stable or increasing and that there is no significant decrease in the numbers or range
of areas used by the species, other than that occurring from natural patterns of variation.

5.3. Natura 2000 Sites Identified

A summary of the site screened in is presented below. Full details of these sites are available on
the website of the National Parks and Wildlife Service.

5.3.1. Slaney River Valley SAC (000781)

This site comprises the freshwater stretches of the River Slaney as far as the Wicklow Mountains;
a number of tributaries, the larger of which include the Bann, Boro, Glasha, Clody, Derry, Derreen,
Douglas and Carrigower Rivers; the estuary at Ferrycarrig; and Wexford Harbour. The site flows
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through the Counties of Wicklow, Wexford and Carlow. Towns along the site but‘not within it include
Baltinglass, Hacketstown, Tinahely, Tullow, Bunclody, Camolin, Enniscorthy anrd Wexford. The
river is up to 100 m wide in places and is tidal at the southern end from Edermineridge below
Enniscorthy. In the upper and central regions almost as far as the confluence with the Berry River
the geology consists of granite. Above Kilcarry Bridge, the Slaney has cut a gorge into the-granite
plain. The Derry and Bann Rivers are bounded by a narrow line of uplands which corresponds to
schist outcrops. Where these tributaries cut through this belt of hard rocks they have carved deep
gorges, more than two miles long at Tinahely and Shillelagh. South of Kildavin the Slaney flows
through an area of Ordovician slates and grits.

The salt marsh at Castlebridge is dominated by Mediterranean salt meadows. The main community
is characterized by the presence of Sea Rush (Juncus maritimus). Red Fescue (Festuca rubra)
and Creeping Bent-grass (Agrostis stolonifera) are both abundant within this vegetation type. The
marsh is perched on ground that is bisected by a number of channels which extend a considerable
distance inland. The site is notable for the presence of Borrer's Saltmarsh-grass (Puccinnellia
fasciculata), which is found along the cattle tracks of the marsh. Another notable feature is the
transition from saltmarsh to brackish marsh communities, which is quite extensive and diverse. The
marsh is generally in good condition.

A significant area of Atlantic salt meadows also occurs at Castlebridge. This habitat is characterised
by the presence of grassy upper saltmarsh vegetation communities dominated by Red Fescue
and/or Creeping Bent-grass. Other species present include Saltmarsh Rush, Sea Milkwort (Glaux
maritima), Sea Aster, Sea Arrowgrass ( Triglochin maritimum), Sea Plantain, Common Scurvygrass
(Cochleatria officinalis), and Curled Dock (Rumex crispus).

Wexford Harbour is an extensive, shallow estuary which dries out considerably at low tide exposing
large expanses of mudflats and sandflats. Within these habitats four biological community
complexes have been recorded: estuarine muds dominated by polychaetes and crustaceans
community complex; sand dominated by polychaetes community complex; mixed sediment
community complex; and fine sand with Spiophanes bombyx community complex. The harbour is
largely sheltered by the Raven Point to the north and Rosslare Point in the south.

The site supports regionally significant numbers of Common Seal. This Annex Il species occurs
year-round in Wexford Harbour where several sandbanks are used for breeding, moulting and
resting activity. At least 27 Common Seal regularly occur within the site. The site is of high
ornithological importance also, with internationally important populations of Mute Swan, Light-
bellied Brent Goose, Bar-tailed Godwit and Black-tailed Godwit occurring.

In 2011, the NPWS published Site Specific Conservation Objectives (SSCOs) for the Slaney River
Valley SAC. These SSCOs can be downloaded on the NPWS website. Any potential threats to
the attributes and targets as defined in these SSCOs were assessed and where necessary,
mitigated for.
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5.3.2. Wexford Harbour and Slobs SPA (004076)

Wexford Harbour is the lowermost part of the estuary of the River Slaney, a major river that
drains much of the south-east region. The site is divided between the natural estuarifie habitats
of Wexford Harbour, the reclaimed polders known as the North and South ‘Slobs’, and the tidal
section of the River Slaney. The seaward boundary extends from the Rosslare peninsula irvthe
south to the area just west of The Raven Point in the north. Shallow marine water is a principal
habitat, but at low tide extensive areas of intertidal flats are exposed. These vary from rippled
sands in exposed areas to sandy-muds in the more sheltered areas, especially at Hopeland and
the inner estuary to the west of Wexford bridge. The flats support a rich macroinvertebrate fauna.
Salt marshes fringe the intertidal flats, especially in the sheltered areas such as Hopeland and
towards Castlebridge. The Slobs are two flat areas of farmland, mainly arable and pasture
grassland, impoldered behind 19th century seawalls. The lands are drained by a network of
channels which flow into two central channels, in parts several hundred metres in width. Water
from the channels is pumped into the sea with electric pumps. The channels often support
swamp vegetation. The river section of the site is extensive, extending to Enniscorthy, a distance
of almost 20 km from Wexford town. It is noticeably tidal as far as Edermine Bridge but with tidal
influence right up to Enniscorthy. In places, such as the Macmine marshes, it is several
hundreds metres wide and here reedswamp is well developed.

The site is a Special Protection Area (SPA) under the E.U. Birds Directive, of special conservation
interest for the following species: Little Grebe, Great Crested Grebe, Cormorant, Grey Heron,
Bewick’s Swan, Whooper Swan, Greenland White-fronted Goose, Light-bellied Brent Goose,
Shelduck, Wigeon, Teal, Mallard, Pintail, Scaup, Goldeneye, Red-breasted Merganser, Hen
Harrier, Coot, Oystercatcher, Golden Plover, Grey Plover, Lapwing, Knot, Sanderling, Dunlin,
Black-tailed Godwit, Bartailed Godwit, Curlew, Redshank, Black-headed Gull, Lesser Black-
backed Gull and Little Tern. The site is also of special conservation interest for holding an
assemblage of over 20,000 wintering waterbirds. The E.U. Birds Directive pays particular attention
to wetlands, and as these form part of this SPA, the site and its associated waterbirds are of special
conservation interest for Wetland & Waterbirds.

Wexford Harbour and Slobs SPA is one of the most important ornithological sites in the country
supporting internationally important populations of Greenland White-fronted Goose, Light-bellied
Brent Goose, Black-tailed Godwit and Bar-tailed Godwit. In addition, it has 26 species of wintering
waterbirds with populations of national importance and nationally important numbers of breeding
Little Tern. Also of significance is that several of the species which occur regularly are listed on
Annex | of the E.U. Birds Directive, i.e. Little Egret, Whooper Swan, Bewick’s Swan, Greenland
White-fronted Goose, Hen Harrier, Golden Plover, Bar-tailed Godwit, Ruff, Wood Sandpiper, Little
Tern and Short-eared Owl. The site is an important centre for research, education and tourism.
Wexford Wildfowl Reserve, located within Wexford Harbour and Slobs SPA, is a Ramsar
Convention site, a Biogenetic Reserve and a Statutory Nature Reserve. Parts of the Wexford
Harbour and Slobs SPA are also designated as Wildfowl Sanctuaries.
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In 2012, the NPWS published Site Specific Conservation Objectives (SSCQs) for the Wexford
Harbour and Slobs SPA. These SSCOs can be downloaded on the NPWS website. Any potential
threats to the attributes and targets as defined in these SSCOs were assessed-and where
necessary, mitigated for.

5.3.3. Raven Point Nature Reserve SAC (000710)

The Raven is situated on the north side of Wexford Harbour, incorporating the dynamic sand
system of Raven Point and the coast running north to Curracloe House. The site is designated as
a National Nature Reserve. The site incorporates a large sand dune system comprising a suite of
coastal habitats which are listed on Annex | of the E.U. Habitats Directive. The dynamic nature of
the system is best seen at the southern end of the site where sandflats, lagoons, drift lines and
small dune slacks develop and are being continuously transformed by the activity of the sea and
the wind. There has been heavy erosion along the eastern side of the site in recent years, but the
sand dune system on the south-western end of the Raven is accreting, building towards the west
along the wall which is the southern boundary of the Wexford Slobs, at about 3 m per year.

The Raven Point Nature Reserve is an excellent example of a dynamic dune system that contains
a suite of coastal habitats listed on Annex | of the E.U. Habitats Directive. It also provides a roosting
site for an internationally important flock of Greenland White-fronted Goose, a species listed on
Annex | of the E.U. Birds Directive. Further, it supports many uncommon species of plant and
animal. Overall, this is a site of considerable conservation significance.

In 2011, the NPWS published Site Specific Conservation Objectives (SSCOs) for the Raven Point
Nature Reserve SAC. These SSCOs can be downloaded on the NPWS website. Any potential
threats to the attributes and targets as defined in these SSCOs were assessed and where
necessary, mitigated for.

5.3.4. The Raven SPA (004019)

The Raven SPA extends from north of Rosslare Point to Blackwater Harbour on the coast of Co.
Wexford. The seaward boundary of the site extends a maximum distance of approximately 4.5 km
from the shoreline to encompass important areas of shallow water utilised by some of the species
of special conservation interest. The site is a Special Protection Area (SPA) under the E.U. Birds
Directive, of special conservation interest for the following species: Red-throated Diver, Cormorant,
Greenland White-fronted Goose, Common Scoter, Grey Plover and Sanderling. The E.U. Birds
Directive pays particular attention to wetlands and, as these form part of this SPA, the site and its
associated waterbirds are of special conservation interest for Wetland & Waterbirds. The Raven is
an important bird site, being part of the Wexford Slobs and Harbour complex. Of critical significance
is that it forms the principal night roost for the internationally important Wexford Harbour population
of Greenland White-fronted Goose. Various other waterfowl species are also attracted to the site
during winter, both for feeding and roosting. The shallow waters within the site are particularly
suitable for divers, grebes and sea duck, and nationally important populations of Red-throated
Diver and Common Scoter occur.
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The Raven SPA is a breeding site for Little Tern, with up to 30 pairs occurring’in.some years. The
birds nest on the shingle and sandy beaches or on offshore sandbanks. Nuwibers vary a lot
between years — this partly related to the suitability of potential nesting habitat after winter storms,
which create or destroy sandbars and shingle ridges. A number of pairs of Ringed Piever also
breed on the sandy beaches.

The Raven SPA is of international ornithological importance as it provides important roosting
habitat for the Wexford Harbour Greenland White-fronted Goose flock. The site also supports a
range of other species, including five which have populations of national importance. It is of note
that five of the wintering species that regularly occur are listed on Annex | of the E.U. Birds
Directive, i.e. Red-throated Diver, Great Northern Diver, Greenland White-fronted Goose, Golden
Plover and Bar-tailed Godwit. Little Tern, a species breeding within the site, is also listed on Annex
| of this directive. Raven Point is a statutory Nature Reserve and a Ramsar Convention site.

In 2012, the NPWS published Site Specific Conservation Objectives (SSCOs) for The Raven SPA.
These SSCOs can be downloaded on the NPWS website. Any potential threats to the attributes
and targets as defined in these SSCOs were assessed and where necessary, mitigated for.

5.4. Qualifying Interests of the Slaney River Valley SAC — Screened Out

Certain qualifying interests of these sites will not be potentially impacted upon from this proposed
development, either due to the distance involved or because they are features that are outside of
the Zone of Influence of the site. These features and the reason for their screening out are listed
in Table 2. In considering these QI features, the SSCOs of the site were referred to, along with the
most recent Article 17 Reports on the status of protected habitats and species in Ireland (NPWS,

2019).
Table 2 — The Qualifying Interests of the Slaney River Valley SAC (Screened Out)
Designated Feature & Code Rationale for Screening Out
Water courses of plain to montane levels with The habitat or spawning habitat is not present within or
the Ranunculion fluitantis and Callitricho- adjacent to the proposed application site. There will be no
Batrachion vegetation [3260] loss or fragmentation of the habitat within the SAC, and

significant effects upon it can be ruled out.
There will be no barriers to migration as a result of this
development.

Old sessile oak woods with llex and Blechnum
in the British Isles [91A0]

Alluvial forests with Alnus glutinosa and There will be no increase in disturbance to Harbour seals
Fraxinus excelsior (Alno-Padion, Alnion incanae, | and no loss of breeding, haul out or foraging habitat as a
Salicion albae) [91EOQ] result of this development.

Freshwater Pearl Mussel (Margaritifera
margqaritifera) [1029]

Sea Lamprey (Petromyzon marinus) [1095]
Brook Lamprey (Lampetra planeri) [1096]
River Lamprey (Lampetra fluviatilis) [1099]
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Twaite Shad (Alosa fallax fallax) [1103]
Salmon (Salmo salar) (only in freshwater) [1106]
Harbour Seal (Phoca vitulina) [1365]

5.5. Qualifying Interests of the Slaney River Valley SAC — Screened In

Table 3 describes the qualifying interest of the Slaney River Valley SAC that have the potential to
be impacted upon from the proposed development, i.e., these Qls have been screened in and
potential effects have been considered in terms of the SSCOs that have been set.

Table 3 — The Qualifying Interests of the Slaney River Valley SAC (Screened In)

Otter (Lutra lutra) [1355] These species feed on prey that can be negatively impacted by a deterioration
in water quality, as such the SSCOs of these species will be considered in detail
and mitigation measures outlined to protect these species’ habitat.

Estuaries [1130] This habitat has hydrological connectivity to the site, as such the SSCOs of this
Mudflats and sandflats not habitat will be considered in detail and mitigation measures outlined to protect
covered by seawater at low this habitat.

tide [1140]

Atlantic salt meadows There are currently no SSCO’s for Salt meadows documented in the 2011
(Glauco-Puccinellietalia supporting documentation for Slaney River Valley SAC. The salt meadow habitat
maritimae) [1330] has connectivity to the application site, mitigation measures for the avoidance of

Mediterranean salt meadows | water pollution and the protection of habitats sensitive to water quality
(Juncetalia maritimi) [1410] fluctuations are included in section 6.

5.5.1. SSCOS of the Slaney River Valley SAC QI (Screened In)

Site specific conservation objectives for this site were prepared in 2011 (NPWS, 2011). These
SSCOs can be downloaded on the NPWS website:
(https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-sites/conservation_objectives/CO000781.pdf).
These SSCOs are outlined in Table 4.

Otter (Lutra lutra) [1355]

The SSCO for this species is to restore the favourable conservation condition of Otter at Slaney
River Valley SAC which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets:
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Table 4 — Otter (1355) 7
Distribution Percentage positive No significant decline <
survey sites 09/
).
Extent of terrestrial habitat Hectares No significant decline. Area mapped
calculated as 64.7ha above high water mark
(HWM); 453.4ha along river banks/ around
ponds
Extent of marine habitat Hectares No significant decline. Area mapped and
calculated as 534.7ha
Extent of freshwater (river) habitat Kilometres No significant decline. Length mapped and
calculated as 264.1km
Extent of freshwater (lake/lagoon) Hectares No significant decline. Area mapped and
habitat calculated as 0.4ha
Couching sites and holts Number No significant decline
Fish biomass available Kilograms No significant decline
Barriers to connectivity Number No significant increase

Estuaries [1130]
The SSCO for this habitat is to maintain the favourable conservation condition of Estuaries in

Slaney River Valley SAC, which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets:

Table 5 - Estuaries (1130)

Habitat area Hectares The permanent habitat area is stable or
increasing, subject to natural processes
Community distribution Hectares The following community types should be

maintained in, or restored to, a natural
condition: Mixed sediment community
complex; Estuarine muds dominated by
polychaetes and crustaceans community
complex; and Sand dominated by
polychaetes community complex.

Mudflats and sandflats not covered by seawater at low tide [1140]
The SSCO for this habitat is to maintain the favourable conservation condition of Mudflats and

sandflats not covered by seawater at low tide in Slaney River Valley SAC, which is defined by the
following list of attributes and targets:

Table 6 - Mudflats and sandflats not covered by seawater at low tide (1140)

Habitat area Hectares The permanent habitat area is stable or
increasing, subject to natural processes
Community distribution Hectares The following community types should be

maintained in a natural condition: Estuarine
muds dominated by polychaetes and
crustaceans community complex; and Sand
dominated by polychaetes community
complex
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5.6. Qualifying Interests of the Wexford Harbour and Slobs SPA —@gg)eened Out

Certain qualifying interests of these sites will not be potentially impacted upon froﬁq?t\})is proposed
development, either due to the distance involved or because they are features that a@utside of
the Zone of Influence of the site. These features and the reason for their screening outare listed
in Table 7. In considering these QI features, the SSCOs of the site were referred to, along with the
most recent Article 17 Reports on the status of protected habitats and species in Ireland (NPWS,
2019).

Table 7 — The Qualifying Interests of the Wexford Harbour and Slobs SPA (Screened Out)

Wetland and Waterbirds [A999] The SSCO’s state that the permanent area occupied by
the wetland habitat should be stable and not significantly
less than the area of 4,241ha, other than that due to

natural patterns of variation.

There will be no loss or fragmentation of this habitat within
the SPA and significant effects upon it can be ruled out.

Little Grebe (Tachybaptus ruficollis) [A004] The SSCO’s for Wexford Harbour and Slobs SPA are to

Great Crested Grebe (Podiceps cristatus) [A005]
Cormorant (Phalacrocorax carbo) [A017]

Grey Heron (Ardea cinerea) [A028]

Bewick's Swan (Cygnus columbianus bewickii)
[A037]

Whooper Swan (Cygnus cygnus) [A038]
Light-bellied Brent Goose (Branta bernicla hrota)
[A046]

Shelduck (Tadorna tadorna) [A048]

Wigeon (Anas penelope) [A050]

Teal (Anas crecca) [A052]

Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos) [A053]

Pintail (Anas acuta) [A054]

Scaup (Aythya marila) [A062]

Goldeneye (Bucephala clangula) [A067]
Red-breasted Merganser (Mergus serrator)
[A069]

Coot (Fulica atra) [A125]

Oystercatcher (Haematopus ostralegus) [A130]
Golden Plover (Pluvialis apricaria) [A140]

Grey Plover (Pluvialis squatarola) [A141]
Lapwing (Vanellus vanellus) [A142]

Knot (Calidris canutus) [A143]

Sanderling (Calidris alba) [A144]

Dunlin (Calidris alpina) [A149]

Black-tailed Godwit (Limosa limosa) [A156]
Bar-tailed Godwit (Limosa lapponica) [A157]

maintain the favourable conservation status of the
wintering waterbird species listed.

The targets are for the long-term population trend to be
stable or increasing and, for there to be no significant
decrease in the numbers or range of areas used by
waterbird species, other than that occurring from natural
patterns of variation.

There will be no loss or fragmentation of this species
habitat within the SPA. Given the scale of the proposed
development and the size of the SPA, the likelihood of
any negative impacts on the species listed is low and
significant effects upon it can be ruled out.

Tel: 094 962 1258 Web: www.coyleenv.ie
ENVIRONMENTAL

MONITORING

CONSULTING

27



Natura Impact Statement e Ie
Crosstown, Co. Wexford. April 2025. o4 l [~

ENVIRONMENTAL

.
Curlew (Numenius arquata) [A160] 09/
Redshank (Tringa totanus) [A162] 90
Black-headed Gull (Chroicocephalus ridibundus) e6‘

[A179]

Lesser Black-backed Gull (Larus fuscus) [A183]
Little Tern (Sterna albifrons) [A195]

Greenland White-fronted Goose (Anser albifrons
flavirostris) [A395]

5.7. Qualifying Interests of the Wexford Harbour and Slobs SPA — Screened In

Table 8 describes the qualifying interest of the Wexford Harbour and Slobs SPA that have the
potential to be impacted upon from the proposed development, i.e., these Qls have been screened
in and potential effects have been considered in terms of the SSCOs that have been set.

Table 8 — The Qualifying Interests of the Wexford Harbour and Slobs SPA (Screened In)

Hen Harrier (Circus cyaneus) [A082] Hen harrier may use habitat in adjacent areas outside of the SPA
during non-breeding season and have a broad diet encompassing
birds and mammals, which rely on a variety of habitats, such as
hedgerows, which may be impacted by the development

5.7.1. SSCOS of the Wexford Harbour and Slobs SPA QI (Screened In)

Site specific conservation objectives for this site were prepared in 2012 (NPWS, 2012). These
SSCOs can be downloaded on the NPWS website:
(https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-sites/conservation_objectives/CO004076.pdf).
These SSCOs are outlined in Table 9.

Hen Harrier (Circus cyaneus) [A082]

The SSCO for this species is to maintain the favourable conservation condition of Hen Harrier at
Wexford Harbour and Slobs SPA which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets:

Table 9 — Hen Harrier (A082)

Roost attendance: Number No significant decline

individual hen harriers

Suitable foraging habitat Hectares No significant decline

Roost site: condition Area (hectares); The roost site should be maintained in a suitable condition
structure
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Intensity, frequency,
timing and duration

Disturbance at roost site

adversely affect the Hen Harier winter rdo%,population
>

Hen Harriers may use habitat in adjacent areas outside of the SPA during non-breedi eason

for hunting prey species. Hen Harriers have a broad diet encompassing birds and mammals‘which

rely on a variety of habitats, such as hedgerows. The cumulative impact of multiple developments

adjacent to the SPA may reduce the available habitat for prey species. Mitigation measures will be

addressed in section 6.

5.8. Qualifying Interests of the Raven Point Nature Reserve SAC — Screened Out

Certain qualifying interests of these sites will not be potentially impacted upon from this proposed
development, either due to the distance involved or because they are features that are outside of
the Zone of Influence of the site. These features and the reason for their screening out are listed
in Table 10. In considering these QI features, the SSCOs of the site were referred to, along with
the most recent Article 17 Reports on the status of protected habitats and species in Ireland
(NPWS, 2019).

Table 10 — The Qualifying Interests of the Raven Point Nature Reserve SAC (Screened Out)

Mudflats and sandflats not covered by seawater The SSCO’s the habitats are to have stable and

at low tide [1140] increasing habitat area. Maintain the natural circulation of
Annual vegetation of drift lines [1210] sediment and organic matter without any physical
Atlantic salt meadows (Glauco-Puccinellietalia obstructions and maintain the vegetation structure and
maritimae) [1330] composition of dune habitats.

Embryonic shifting dunes [2110] There will be no loss or fragmentation of these habitats
Shifting dunes along the shoreline with within the SAC. Significant effects upon the Qis of this
Ammophila arenaria (white dunes) [2120] SAC can be ruled out.

Fixed coastal dunes with herbaceous vegetation
(grey dunes) [2130]

Dunes with Salix repens ssp. argentea (Salicion
arenariae) [2170]

Humid dune slacks [2190]

5.9. Qualifying Interests of the The Raven SPA — Screened Out

Certain qualifying interests of these sites will not be potentially impacted upon from this proposed

development, either due to the distance involved or because they are features that are outside of

the Zone of Influence of the site. These features and the reason for their screening out are listed
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in Table 11. In considering these QI features, the SSCOs of the site were refépred to, along with
the most recent Article 17 Reports on the status of protected habitats and s@cies in Ireland
(NPWS, 2019). \7\7/0
S
Table 11 — The Qualifying Interests of the The Raven SPA (Screened Out) 9096‘

Wetland and Waterbirds [A999] The SSCO’s state that the permanent area occupied by
the wetland habitat should be stable and not significantly
less than the area of 4,207ha, other than that due to
natural patterns of variation.

There will be no loss or fragmentation of this habitat within
the SPA and no loss of resource for regularly occurring
migratory waterbirds that utilise it. Significant effects upon
this habitat within the SPA can be ruled out.

Red-throated Diver (Gavia stellata) [A001] The SSCO targets are for the long-term population trend
Cormorant (Phalacrocorax carbo) [A017] to be stable or increasing and, for there to be no
Common Scoter (Melanitta nigra) [A065] significant decrease in the numbers or range of areas
Grey Plover (Pluvialis squatarola) [A141] used by waterbird species, other than that occurring from
Sanderling (Calidris alba) [A144] natural patterns of variation.

Greenland White-fronted Goose (Anser albifrons There will be no loss or fragmentation of this species
flavirostris) [A395] habitat within the SPA. Given the scale of the proposed

development and the size of the SPA, the likelihood of
any negative impacts on the species listed is low and
significant effects upon it can be ruled out.

5.10. Potential Significant Effects
5.10.1. Introduction

This section will establish whether the impacts of the proposed development at Crosstown site that
were identified in the previous section, are likely to occur and whether they are significant. The
identification of potential impacts and the assessment of their significance typically requires the
identification of the type and magnitude of the impacts; whether impacts will be short term or long
term, direct, indirect or cumulative and will they occur during construction or operation. These
potential impacts will be examined with respect to the conservation objectives of the Natura 2000
site identified.

In the screening section of this report, the following possible future impacts on the Slaney River
Valley SAC (000781), Wexford Harbour and Slobs SPA (004076), Raven Point Nature Reserve
SAC (000710) and The Raven SPA (004019) were listed. On further consideration of the Qualifying
Interests of these sites and the SSCOQO’s, Raven Point Nature Reserve SAC (000710) and The
Raven SPA (004019) have been screened out. There remain concerns over impacts on Slaney
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River Valley SAC (000781) and Wexford Harbour and Slobs SPA (004076), which are listed below,
and they will be dealt with in more detail in this section.

1. Deterioration of water quality in designated areas resulting from pollution from surface water

run-off during site preparation and construction.
2. Deterioration of habitat in designated areas during the operation of the site.
3. In-combination effects with other proposed/existing developments.

5.10.2. Deterioration in Water Quality in the SPA During Installation

The proposed development will involve the excavation of soil and the construction of housing,
roads and associated site works. Any additional surface water run-off, due to the construction
works of the proposed works, has some limited potential to have a negative impact on the water
quality downhill of the site in the Slaney River Valley SAC and Wexford Harbour and Slobs SPA.
All construction methods must be in accordance with best practice guidelines and follow
recommended mitigation advice listed in section 6.

5.10.3. Deterioration in habitat in the SPA Post Construction / Operation

Negative impacts upon water quality in the Slaney River Valley SAC and Wexford Harbour and
Slobs SPA arising from the operation of the site have also been considered. The proposed
development will connect to the existing foul sewer and the SuDs design implemented will manage
the surface water run-off from the site to meet EPA 2021 Guidelines. It is considered unlikely that
the additional works on the site will negatively affect the QI’s of the designated sites.

5.10.4. In-combination effects with other proposed/existing developments

This section of the NIS examines whether any other plans or projects have the potential to act
cumulatively or in-combination with the proposed development to adversely affect the integrity of
the Natura 2000 site identified.

In-combination effects may arise from the development of other projects in the vicinity of the site,
such as construction of housing, roads, rail, water and wastewater infrastructure, gas, electricity,
provision of tourism facilities and telecommunications infrastructure, however, the in-combination
effects of other developments would depend on factors such as the distance in relation to the site,
the scale and the characteristics e.g. the types and quantities of emissions.

In the past 10 years there have been 55 applications for planning permission approved within the
local area. The closest project to the proposed development at Crosstown was granted permission
in 2017 for Retention And Completion For Elevational Alterations And For Change Of Use Of
Approved Garage Areas To Living Accommodation To 3 No. Dwelling Units Approved Under
Planning Reference No. 20160633. (Planning Ref. 20170692).
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In section 5.7.1. it was identified that Hen Harriers may use habitat in adjacent’areas outside of the
Wexford Harbour and Slobs SPA during non-breeding season for hunting prey species. The
cumulative impact of multiple developments may reduce the available habitat utiised by prey
species, such as hedgerows, and so impact the local Hen Harrier populations.

Finally, the Wexford County Development Plan, 2022-2028 has been reviewed and considered for
possible in-combination effects with the proposed project.

With the implementation of the mitigation measures that are included as part of this NIS, the
proposed development will not lead to cumulative impacts upon any designated site when
considered in combination with other developments that have been properly screened for AA, or
where an NIS was submitted.

Any future application in the area that has the potential to impact upon these Natura 2000 sites will
be subjected to Appropriate Assessment as required under Articles 6(3) of the Habitats Directive.
Following mitigation, this current development will have no cumulative impacts upon the SAC
identified when considered in combination with any other development that has been screened for
no impacts themselves (Stage 1) or where potential impacts have been mitigated against (Stage 2
AA / NIS).

6. Mitigation Measures

To protect Slaney River Valley SAC and Wexford Harbour and Slobs SPA, to avoid any reductions
in water quality in the area surrounding the proposed development site and maintain ecologically
important habitat adjacent to the Natura 2000 sites, several site-specific mitigation measures have
been recommended, and these must be implemented and followed.

The implementation of these measures will ensure the protection of Natura 2000 habitats and
species, and the local non-designated ecological receptors. The primary parties responsible for
the implementation of these measures include the applicants, the project manager and the
construction contractors.

General Good Practice and Initial Works

e Upon appointment of the construction contractor, this team will also be made aware of the
sensitivity of the site and the mitigation measures required to protect habitats, groundwater
and surface water quality. All measures will be undertaken from initial site works until the
completion of all construction and landscaping works on site.

e Prior to the commencement of developments on site, the site engineer and the contractors
must be made aware of the ecological sensitivity of the site and its proximity and connection
to the Slaney River Valley SAC and Wexford Harbour and Slobs SPA.

e Guidelines in the following best practice documents should be adhered to:
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o Construction Industry Research and Information Association . (CIRIA) (2005)
Environmental Good Practice on Site (C692)

o Construction Industry Research and Information Association (2001) Corirol of Water
Pollution from Construction Sites, Guidance for Consultants and Contractors {C532)

o Construction Industry Research and Information Association (2000) Environinental
Handbook for Building and Civil Engineering Projects (C512)

o Environmental Protection Agency (2015) List of Waste and Determining if Waste is
Hazardous or Non-Hazardous

o Environment Agency et al. (2015) Guidance on the Classification and Assessment of
Waste, Technical Guidance WM3.

Management of Construction Waste and Soil

« All construction waste must be removed from site by a registered contractor to a registered
site. Evidence of the movement and safe disposal of the construction waste must be retained
and presented to Local Authority upon request.

o The applicants and construction contractors will be responsible for the safe removal of any
construction waste generated on site. There must be no disposal of construction waste or
topsoil in any designated site.

« All topsoil generated from site works should be stored within the application site until it is
required for landscaping. It must not be stored outside the site boundaries, and it must not be
used for the infilling of any area outside of the site. It must be stored at appropriate locations
within the site, away from watercourses.

o If there is more topsoil than is needed for landscaping, it must be removed from site by a
registered contractor for appropriate use elsewhere. The end location of the topsoil must be
identified, and records presented to the local authority if requested.

Protection of Water Quality and Management of Pollutants

« Efficient construction practices and sequences should be employed on site, and this will
minimise soil erosion and potential pollution of local watercourses with soil and sediment.

e Works within the site should be avoided during periods of heavy rainfall.

o It is vital that there is no deterioration in water quality in the nearby watercourses. This will
protect both habitats and species that are sensitive to pollution. Therefore, strict controls of
erosion, sediment generation and other pollutants associated with the installation process
should be implemented, including the provision of attenuation measures, silt traps or geotextile
curtains to reduce and intercept sediment release into any local watercourses.

o Silt fences and berms should be installed downhill from the work area prior to the
commencement of construction on site.

o The silt fences should be monitored daily to ensure that they remain functional throughout the
construction of the proposed development. Maintenance of the fences should be carried out
regularly. Fences should be inspected thoroughly after periods of heavy rainfall.
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« Daily plant inspections must be completed by all plant operators on site to’énsure that all plant
is maintained in good working order. Where leaks are noted on these inspe@tion sheets, the
plant must be removed from operations for repairs as pollution control measure\zsf/o

e No refuelling of plant equipment or vehicles should be conducted onsite. ‘D@

e The new surface water drainage management and foul sewer connections will be imp@égented
and operated in accordance with the EPA 2021 Guidelines.

Biodiversity Enhancement and Management

e Itis recommended that Irish provenance native planting is used in the proposed green areas
and landscaping as per the current Landscape Design (Lawlor Landscapes Ltd).

o Native hedgerow of at least the same length as that removed from the northwest boundary
shall be planted as part of the landscaping design.

7. NIS Conclusion

This current NIS has been undertaken to evaluate the potential impacts of the proposed
development regarding the effects upon the conservation objectives and qualifying interests
(including the habitats and species) of the Slaney River Valley SAC and Wexford Harbour and
Slobs SPA. It is considered that following mitigation, that the proposed project does not have the
potential to significantly affect the conservation objectives of these Natura 2000 sites, and the
integrity of these sites will not be adversely impacted.

The qualifying interests of the site and their potential to be impacted upon from the potential
development were listed in Section 5. It is considered that these potential impacts can be
successfully mitigated against. With implementation of the mitigation measures there will be no
deterioration in water quality or impacts upon any designated habitat or any species dependent on
these designated habitats. The integrity of these sites will not be adversely affected. Table 12
follows the integrity of the SAC / SPA checklist, which shows that the integrity of the site would not
be affected by the proposed development.

Tel: 094 962 1258 Web: www.coyleenv.ie
ENVIRONMENTAL » MONITORING « CONSULTING

34



Syle

ENVIRONMENTAL

Natura Impact Statement
Crosstown, Co. Wexford. April 2025.
R

Table 12 — Integrity of Site Checklist (From NPWS, Information Checklist for A ,Bégx 6, EC (2002)

Cause delays in progress towards achieving the conservation objectives of the site? N [0}
Interrupt progress towards achieving the conservation objectives of the site? N
Disrupt those factors that help to maintain the favourable conditions of the site? N

N

Interfere with the balance, distribution and density of key species that are the

indicators of the favourable condition of the site?

Cause changes to the vital defining aspects (e.g. nutrient balance) that determine

how the site functions as a habitat or ecosystem?

Change the dynamics of the relationships (between, for example, soil and water or N

plants and animals) that define the structure and/or function of the site?

Interfere with predicted or expected natural changes to the site (such as water N

dynamics or chemical composition)?

Reduce the area of key habitats? N

. . N

Reduce the population of key species?

Change the balance between key species? N
. . . N

Reduce diversity of the site?

Result in disturbance that could affect population size or density or the balance N

between key species?
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Result in fragmentation? N 09/9
<&

Result in loss or reduction of key features (e.g. tree cover, tidal exposure, annual

flooding, etc.)

Considering the above, it is deemed that with the implementation of the mitigation measures, that
the proposed works do not have the potential to significantly affect the conservation objectives or
qualifying interests of the Slaney River Valley SAC and Seas off Wexford SPA or any other Nature

2000 site.

(s

Catherine Howarth.

Consultant Ecologist.
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